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WHAT  HO? 

The  Toike  Oike  is  a covert  organization 
committed  to  the  proliferation  of  humour  at 
the  University  of  Toronto.  It  is  our  mandate 
to  insist  that  your  education  Ls  NOT  about 
your  career  so  much  as  it  is  about  shaping 
your  outlook  on  life  to  come.  So  lighten  up, 
sit  back  and  have  an  iced  tea  (even  if  it’s  cold 
outside).  Our  ranks  are  filled  with  zealous 
revolutionaries  horn  both  Engineering  and 
Arts  & Science.  We  meet  every  month  on 
the  Saturday  following  distribution.  Viva  la 
revolution! 


DISCLAIMER 

The  radical,  ultra  left-wing  opinions 
expressed  in  this  uewspaper  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  those  of  the  Engineering 
Society  or  the  University  of  Toronto.  In 
fact,  they  don't  even  necessarily  reflect  the 
opinions  of  the  writers.  If  you  happen  to 
find  any  of  the  material  within  these  pages 
offensive,  do  not  try  to  sue  us,  as  we  have 
a crack  team  of  craekhead  lawyers  ready  to 
bring  tha  pain.  Sueka. 
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Dear  Toike, 


Dear  Invisible  Hat, 


The  other  day  when  I was  masterbating  to 
the  latest  issue  of  the  Toike  Oike  I thought  to 
myself,  “does  it  get  any  better  than  this?”  and 
you  know  what?  I don’t  think  it  does. 


lates, 

Invisible  Hat 

(Editor’s  Note:  That  is  his  real  name.  His 
parents  were  hippies.  I swear!) 


We  here  at  the  Toike  Oike  agree  that  no,  it 
does  not  get  better  than  this.  Other  then 
the  fact  that  you  spelt  “masturbating" 
incorrectly,  we  find  your  letter  hillarious. 
We  encourage  more  letters  like  this  from 
our  readership,  not  only  exclaiming  how 
wonderful  our  paper  is,  but  also  admitting 
that  they  masturbate  while  thinking  of  us. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  we  don’t  know  whether  to 
be  flattered  or  creeped  out. 


Best  Wings 

Best  Student  Pub 

-2002  eye  magazine  reader  s pol! 
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Don't  forget: 


Content  Meetings: 
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March  13  @ 
1:00pm 
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LOCAL 

NEWS  BRIEFS 

GUY  ON  EXERCISE  BIKE  INCREASES 
WORKLOAD  TO  IMPRESS  CUTE 
GIRL 

HART  HOUSE  (Toike)  — While  using  an 
exercise  bike  at  the  AC  last  Tuesday,  Ryan 
Savage,  an  infrequent  gym  patron,  noticed 
a cute  girl  walking  in  his  direction.  Savage 
immediately  increased  the  workload  of  the 
bike  hoping  the  cute  girl  would  notice  the 
LED  display  and  perhaps  start  a conversation 
based  on  his  cycling  strength.  Unfortunately 
for  Savage,  the  cute  girl  did  notice  but  then 
began  to  perform  her  twenty  minute  stretch 
routine  directly  behind  him.- Savage,  no 
wanting  to  destroy  the  facade  he  had  created 
endured  the  gruelling  exercise  until  finally 
the  cute  girl  approached  and  said,  “Nice 
cycling,”  before  walking  away.  Savage  could 
not  respond  because  he  was  extremely  ou 
of  breath,  nor  could  he  follow  her  due  to  the 
pain  in  his  legs,  and  he  had  a boner. 


JOHNNY  THUNDER,  18,  DIES  IN 
CAR  CRASH 


TIN  PAN  ALLEY  (Toike)  - It  was  the  pits. 


U OF  T BEGINS  CONSTRUCTION 
OF  BORE  DOME 

TORONTO  (Star)  - Frank  Gehry  unveilec 
plans  yesterday  for  a new  U of  T project 
called  Bore  Dome.  Modelled  on  the  Sky  Dome 
and  being  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  Varsity 
Stadium,  the  Bore-dome  has  been  describee 
as  a “full-featured,  new-age  study  complex.’ 
Its  facilities  will  include:  showers,  a Tim 
Horton’s,  and  bunks  for  the  weaker  students. 
Open  twenty-four  hours  a day,  seven  days  a 
week,  the  Bore-Dome  will  include  a study 
clock  that  accumulates  the  number  ol 
persons-hours  studied.  The  university  has 
also  decided  to  share  the  profits  of  the  Bore- 
Dome  with  GE  Canada  in  a groundbreaking 
business  deal  arranged  Tuesday  morning. 
GE  Canada  plans  to  use  the  energy  generated 
by  the  students,  namely  body  heat  and  bad 
hygiene  as  biomass  to  power  the  downtown 
campus. 


U OF  T MARS  CAMPUS 
ANNOUNCED 

TORONTO  (Toike)  - In  response  to  the  Bush 
administrations  recent  space  exploration 
plan,  the  University  of  Toronto  and  the 
Canadian  Space  Agency  have  teamed  up  to 
build  a new,  state  of  the  art  campus  on  Mars. 
The  proposal  highlights  the  potential  for 
study  of  red  dirt,  the  extreme  coolness  factor 
and  that  ‘new  school’  smell  all  as  potential 
benefits.  However  critics  have  been  quick 
to  point  out  disadvantages  of  UTMars,  such 
as  the  ‘retardedly  long’  commute  due  to 
extremely  infrequent  TTC  service.  When 
asked  whether  tuition  would  be  higher 
for  students  attending  UTMars,  President 
Birgenau  responded  “Who  fucking  cares?  It’s 
ON  MARS!!!”  The  project  is  being  funded  by 
a $1,000,000,000,000  government  grant 
and  a $30  student  levy.  Construction  is  set 
to  begin  as  soon  as  anyone  actually  goes  to 
Mars. 


ANNOYING  WRITERS  EXCLAIM 
“NEWS  BRIEF!”  AFTER  EVERY 
FUNNY  COMMENT 

ENGCOM  (Toike)  - Two  self-absorbed 
writers  on  the  Toike  Oike  believe  nearly 
everything  they  say  is  worth  publishing  for 
the  enjoyment  of  others.  Anytime  one  of  the 
writers  says  something  remotely  humorous, 
the  other  will  quickly  interject  by  pointing  in 
the  air  and  exclaim  "News  Brief!?”  implying 
that  the  comment  should  be  made  into  a 
news  brief,  all  the  while  knowing  the  other 
will  agree.  The  other  writer  will  then  say, 
“Uhyeah,"  while  nodding  his  head  up  and  • 
down  pompously. 


U of  T Nerds  To  Launch 
Naked  Girl  Rover 


TORONTO  (Toike)  - U of  T nerds  today 
announced  plans  to  launch  a scientific  rover 
to  the  women’s  change  room  in  the  Athletic 
Centre  later  this  month. 

The  Naked  Girl  Rover,  which  is  a heavily 
modified  Traxxas'*'  E-Maxx  " radio  controlled 
monster  truck,  will  be  equipped  with  a 
state-of-the-art  digital  imaging  system  and 
a robotic  arm  for  collecting  samples,  such 
as  bras  and  panties.  The  Rover  is  scheduled 
to  depart  from  Rover  team  leader  Stewart 
Pinkley’s  driveway  on  Beverly  St.  on  March 
16,  2004,  at  11:00  EST,  with  an  ETA  at  the 
women's  change  room  of  March  16,  2004  at 
11:38  EST. 

The  Rover  will  be  controlled  from  Pinkley’s 
living  room  via  radio  control,  and  with  the 
help. of  a camera  mounted  on  the  Rover,  it 
will  proceed  to  navigate  the  streets  of  St. 
George  campus,  going  first  north  up  Beverley 
to  St.  George  St.,  further  north  up  St.  George 
St.  to  Harbord  St.,  where  it  will  turn  left  and 
continue  westward  to  the  entrance  of  the  AC. 
Giggling  nerds  will  be  placed  at  the  entrance 
to  the  AC  and  in  other  strategic  points  inside 
to  open  doors  for  the  Rover,  until  it  finally 
reaches  the  entrance  to  the  women’s  change 
room.  From  that  point  on,  not  even  the 
nerdiest  nerd  can  predict  what  will  happen. 


“We’vejust  spent  too  many  hours  and  plannee 
too  hard  for  this,”  said  Pinkley.  “We’re  read] 
for  anything,  and  we’ve  got  a great  team  here 
at  mission  control." 

The  announcement  of  the  NGR  has  created 
much  excitement  among  U of  T nerds 
“Ohhhh,  flailginflagan,"  exclaimed  one 
poindextrous  nerd,  when  asked  about  the 
possibility  of  seeing  real  live  girls  naked 
“Ngohhhy,”  remarked  another. 


To  find  out  more  about  the  Naked  Girl  Rover 
Pinkley  is  confident  the  mission,  described  visit  Pinkley’s  web  page:  www.uioronto.ca/pink. 
by  him  as  “the  next  step  in  the  search  for 

naked  girls  ” will  be  a success.  Dave  McKenna 


Carnivorous  Cliche  Devours  Seventeen 


TORONTO  (Sun)  - Onlookers  were  horrified 
Monday  when  a lion  suddenly  materialized 
in  Kipling  Station  and  ate  four  subway 
travelers  before  jumping  into  a subway  car 
bound  for  downtown  Toronto.  Eyewitnesses 
at  the  station  confirm  that  it  was  just  after 
midnight  when  the  lion  suddenly  appeared 
and  turned  the  peaceful  subway  scene  into 
one  of  complete  terror  and  pandemonium. 
“We  were  just  standing  there,  and  like,  all  of 
a sudden,  GAAAHHH,”  said  witness  James 
Burnsnowe,  “There’s  this  huge  lion  in  the 
subway  tearing  people  apart!  1 was  like, 
‘WHAT?’  and  I ran  my  ass  the  hell  out  of 
there.” 

Once  on  the 
subway  car  the  lion 
continued  to  wreak 
havoc,  as  travelers 
attempted  to  flee 
any  way  possible. 
Though  the  train  had 
completely  emptied 
of  commuters  by 
Lansdowne  station, 
the  City  of  Toronto 
is  sad  to  announce 
that  six  unconscious  homeless  were  also 
eaten  alive.  A task  force  of  police,  animal 
control,  and  a few  expert  Ringmasters  and 
Lion  Tamers  from  the  Big  Apple  Circus  were 
called  to  the  subway,  boarding  the  train  at 
Spadina  in  an  attempt  to  sedate  and  trap  the 
lion.  However,  the  lion  appeared  to  possess 
super-animal  powers,  as  evinced  by  eating 
three  fully  armed  police  officers  and  a circus 
performer. 


cliched  March  lion.  “You  know  what  they 
say,”  explained  Police  Chief  Jules  Pantino, 
“'In  like  a lion,  out  like  a lamb’...  well...  this 
is  the  lion.”  Though  there  is  no  history  of 
the  Lion  being  carnivorous,  and  indeed  it 
usually  appears  in  the  form  of  fierce  gusts  of 
wind.  Officials  advise  the  public  that  there  is 
no  cause  for  alarm.  “Think  about  the  rest  of 
those  sayings...  like  ‘April  showers  bring  May 
flowers,’"  Chief  Pantino  continued,  “That’s 
true,  people.  Anyone  whose  garden  isn’t  to 
die  for  by  the  second  week  of  May  can  contact 
me  on  my  private  line.  In  the  meantime,  we 
are  completely  capable  of  handling  one  small 
lion.” 

Toronto  Police  Services  then  gave  the  stage 
to  a team  of  scientists  and  several  parochial 
cliche  experts,  who  have  been  working 
since  early  Tuesday  morning  to  discern  the 
origin  of  the  mystical  Lion.  Though  they 
are  contributing  the  appearance  of  the  lion 
to  lightened  levels  of  lunaF  J-ray  radiation 
in  the  past  month.  Sources  say  they  are 
yet  to  see  any  indication  of  the  expected 
transformation  into  a lamb. 


Officials  confirmed  in  a press  conference 

Tuesday  morning  that  the  rampaging  lion,  Anne  Lange 

which  still  remains  at  large,  is  in  fact  the 


Studies  Useless: 
Study  Shows 

In  a recent  public  press  release,  the  Niles 
Institute  announced  completion  of  an 
extensive  study  that  has  yielded  some 
particularly  disturbing  results.  According  to 
their  findings,  the  frequent  studies  done  by 
both  government  and  private  institutions— 
many  of  which  are  printed  in  The  Metro  or 
broadcast  on  680  News— are  completely  and 
utterly  useless. 

“We  found  that  most  respondents,  nearly  71%, 
found  the  results  of  71.2%  of  these  studies  to 
be  intuitively  obvious,”  said  Professor  C.  Croft 
in  a recent  interview.  “Approximately  n%  also 
indicated  that  they  believed  the  statistics  in 
these  studies  were  fabricated  or  falsified  in 
order  to  make  them  more  sensational.” 

The  following  list  of  study  results-  some 
completed  as  recently  as  this  past  month- 
were  singled  out,  with  the  institution  funding 
the  study  listed  in  brackets: 

: ° People  who  eat  breakfast  eat  more  food  than  j 
people  who  do  not.  (Private  Institute) 

: ♦ PeopleborninSriLankaareextremelyunlikely  | 
to  have  the  last  name  “Watson"  (Private  | 
Institute) 

| « Students  who  have  more  schoolwork  have  an  : 
increased  chance  of  exam  anxiety  and  fatigue  j 
(Private  Institute) 

: ° According  to  polls,  the  Federal  Liberals  are  : 
set  to  sweep  the  next  election  with  100%  of  the  : 
vote,  and  have  done  a “very  good  job*  handling  j 
taxpayer  money  over  the  last  term.  Poll  is  ; 
based  on  t randomly  selected  respondent(s)  | 
(Federal  Liberal  Party) 

: 0 Mans  first  year  Engineers  cannot  do  the 
required  math.  Calculus  is  a horrifying  : 
monster,'  Results  include  comment  - from  a 
fictitious  U of  T engineering  frosh  (Toronto  • 
Star) 

: « 15%  of  Canndiun  women  neglect  to  wash  their  | 
hands  after  using  a public  washroom,  but  would  ■ 
never  admit  it,  even  on  a study  questionnaire.  '■ 
(X- Cam  Corporation) 

« Individuals  who  never  cheat  on  their  Income 
Tax  are  less  likely  to  die  in  freak  accidents. 
(Government  of  Canada) 

• ♦ Old  men  having  long  conversations  in  the  main  j 
aisle  of  the  AC  locker  room  while  completely 
nude  is  “just  not  cool"  (Universit  y of  Toronto) 

: ♦ E-Mail  users  are  more  likely  to  suffer  spam  : 
and  computer  viruses,  as  well  as  insomnia,  : 
headaches  and  AIDS.  (Canada  Post) 

: ; Is  ~ - .'.’I: 1 : ! 

Top  researchers  at  the  Niles  Institute,  after 
reviewing  many  similar  results,  have  come  to 
a conclusion.  “It  is  obvious  from  these  results 
that  some  action  needs  to  be  taken,"  Professor 
Croft  continued.  “We  need  fund  ingin  order  to 
allocate  significant  resources  into  researching 
the  effectiveness  of  demographic  studies.” 
Croft  stated  he  is  optimistic  and  hopeful  that 
the  government  will  step  in  and  provide  the 
millions  of  dollars  required  to  coordinate  the 
massive  team  of  social  scientists.  “This  is  an 
ssue  that  affects  everyone  in  our  field...  it  is 
very  important  that  we  examine  the  effects  of 
our  work  with  respect  to  the  public."  When 
asked  if  this  would  be  an  appropriate  use  of 
axpayer  dollars,  Croft  responded  by  saying 
“We  have  already  foreseen  that  concern, 
and  have  incorporated  the  expenses  of  a 
cost-efficiency  study  of  our  studies  into  that 
mdget.  The  results  will  be  released  to  the 
jublic.”  In  the  meantime,  recent  surveys 
jave  shown  that  90%  of  Canadians  do  not 
pprove  of  the  Institute's  plans. 

Steve  Mah 


DO  YOU  SUFFER  FROM  : 

GREASY  HAIR?  A MASSIVE  OVERBITE?  TROUBLE  INTERACTING  WITH  THE  FEMALE 
OF  THE  SPECIES?  CHRONIC  SPITTING  DURING  SPEECH?  NERDY  SPECTACLES?  AN 
OBSESSION  WITH  THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  LIFE  ON  MARS,  ESPECIALLY  FEMALE  LIFE? 


If  you  answered  yes  to  at  least  two  of  these  questions,  you  could  be  at  risk  of 
never  experiencing  the  touch  of  a real  woman!  Robot  technology  is  advancing  but 
lit’s  not  there  yet!  Do  something  now! 

JOIN  OUR  CLUB! 

|We  meet  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  in  the  computer  lab.  Your  $10  membership  fee 
[goes  towards  the  powdered  lemonade  and  the  The  Sims  online  subscription.  Girl 
members  join  Free! 
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DISPATCHES  FROM  TIIF  FRONT  LINES: 

PEY  CORRESPONDENT,  LOCATION  UNDISCLOSED 


Fun  With  Thfc  Famaly 


07:24:  Sign 

you’ve  been 
commuting  on 
the  highway 
WAY  too  much: 
you  see  the 
same  frigging 
cars  every  day, 
driving  at  the 
same  speed  as 
you  are,  in  the 
same  direction. 
It’s  kind  of  nice, 
because  you  get  that  feeling  of  togetherness. 
Sometimes  I feel  like  waving  to  my  friends 
on  the  highway.  But  I wouldn’t  want  to  make 
them  spill  the  cereal  they're  eating  at  the 
wheel  all  over  their  nice  work  clothes. 

08:03:  Walking  in  the  doors,  I’m  feeling  very 
corporate  today.  Got  my  company  golf  shirt 
on  (don't  laugh,  it  was  the  only  thing  in  my 
closet).  I must  look  as  much  like  a knob  as 
everyone  else  here... 

08:09:  Hmmm...  my  secretary  tells  me  I have 
a day  full  of  meetings.  Sweet.  Of  course,  by 
“secretary",  I mean  the  little  paperclip  guy 
that  comes  with  MS  Outlook. 

I’m  happy  because  a day  full  of  meetings 
means  a day  full  of  free  coffee,  muffins,  and 
even  those  little  triangle-shaped  egg  salad 
sandwiches,  if  you  are  smart  enough  to 
schedule  one  during  the  lunch  hour.  Make 
no  mistake;  you  may  think  that  a meeting 
during  lunch  is  a drag,  but  the  food  more 
than  makes  up  for  it. 

The  other  great  thing  about  meetings  is 
the  fact  that  they  burn  up  hours  in  the  day 
like  nobody’s  business.  Be  sure  to  show  up 
10  minutes  early,  to  get  a good  seat  by  the 
window.  It  may  be  the  only  chance  to  get 
some  sunlight  the  whole  day. 

09:58:  Don’t  take  sunlight  for  granted.  For 
university  students,  February  means  Reading 
Week,  and  all  the  wankery  that  it  entails. 
Reading  Week  has  a rather  sneaky  purpose: 
it  keeps  students  alive.  I read  somewhere 
that  the  reason  they  created  Reading  Week 
was  because  of  the  abnormally  high  suicide 
rate  of  students  during  this  time.  February 
is  also  the  month  with  the  least  sunlight. 
This  connection  is  very  significant.  Ask  any 
PEYer. 

For  most  PEY  students,  February  is  just  over 
the  halfway  mark.  In  the  working  world, 
during  February,  the  sun  rises  just  after  you 
enter  the  building,  and  sets  just  before  you 
leave.  Compounding  our  frustration  even 
more  are  the  constant  calls  we  receive  during 
that  week  from  our  school  friends,  who 
ask  us  dumb  questions  like  “what  are  you 
doing  tonight?"  and  “why  we  aren’t  partying 
through  Reading  Week?"  What’s  Reading 
Week? 

Don't  take  sunlight  for  granted!  February 
sucks. 

10:10:  When  you  are  tired  and  don't  want  to 
be  bothered,  like  on  a Monday  morning,  or 
Tuesday  afternoon,  or  Wednesday,  Thursday 
or  Friday,  learning  to  sleep  in  a bathroom 
stall  is  definitely  a good  skill  to  have.  If  you 
can  manage  to  stash  a newspaper  back  there, 
you  are  set  for  at  least  an  hour. 

11:42:  Snowstorms  are  the  best.  But  only 
when  they  start  at  midnight,  and  go  for 
12  hours  straight.  If  the  snow  starts  at 
12pm,  and  continues  until  midnight,  those 
snowplow  bastards  still  have  time  to  clear 
the  roads.  Not  clear  them  completely,  but 


just  enough  for  you  to  lose  all  justification 
for  telling  your  boss  you  are  taking  a snow 
day.  Still  enough  to  add  an  extra  hour  and  a 
half  to  your  journey  to  work,  though.  Yeah, 
snowstorms  can  suck  actually. 

12:04:  It  just  started  snowing  outside,  and  I 
hear  it  isn’t  going  to  stop.  I know  this,  because 
I’ve  been  on  www.theweathernetwork.com 
for  the  past  45  minutes.  It’s  far  more  exciting 
than  working,  plus  there  are  no  windows  in 
this  goddamn  place,  so  how  am  I supposed 
to  know? 

14:30:  During  an  extreme  snowstorm, 
everyone  in  the  building  is  thinking  the  same 
thing:  Please,  don’t  make  me  have  to  sleep 
here  tonight.  I think  the  managers  have  wet 
dreams  of  this  sort  of  thing.  Sixteen  hours  of 
free  overtime.  Synergy  gained  through  team- 
building events  such  as  boarding  up  the 
windows.  No  one  late  for  work  tomorrow. 

Apparently  my  company  has  a procedure 
for  tornadoes,  which  is  by  default  applied  to 
blizzards  as  well  (we  didn’t  bother  to  write 
a snowstorm  procedure,  because  tornadoes 
happen  way  more  often,  apparently.)  The 
procedure  states  that  all  employees  are  not 
allowed  to  leave  the  building  in  gale  force 
winds  or  higher.  I think  a lot  of  people  would 
rather  take  their  chances  outside. 

16:53:  Just  got  an  email  that  said  I can 
go  home,  due  to  the  extreme  weather 
conditions.  Thanks.  It’s  now  4:53pm,  and  I 
was  just  putting  on  my  jacket  anyway.  But  it’s 
good  to  know  you  care  about  my  safety,  and 
trip  home.  I swear,  I’ll  put  in  the  overtime 
tomorrow. 

17:00:  This  will  be  my  last  Dispatch.  Soon, 

I will  be  transferred  to  another  front,  to  fight 
a different  kind  of  enemy.  The  battle  can 
only  last  for  so  long  (5  months,  26  days  to  be 
exact,  but  who’s  counting),  yet  the  war  must 
go  on.  The  Man  must  be  fought,  or  you  know 
the  rest.  You’ve  all  seen  Minority  Report. 
TALKING  CEREAL  BOXES.  That's  why  you 
can’t  let  Him  out  of  your  sight;  you  let  your 
guard  down  for  a second,  and  it’s  all  over. 
He’ll  throw  money  at  you,  but  don’t  be  fooled. 
You  may  buy  a Porsche  (or  in  this  economy, 
a Rabbit),  but  he’s  buying  40  hrs  a week  of 
your  time.  And  soon  you  won’t  be  able  to  stop 
eating  Frosted  Cheerios. 

18:44:  PEY  has  contributed  to  my 

development  as  a budding  engineer  in  so  many 
ways.  The  expanded  corporate  vocabulary. 
The  bullshitting.  The  tendency  to  email  the 
person  sitting  next  to  you  instead  of  turning 
around  in  your  5-point  swivel  chair.  The 
skill  to  throw  a MS  Powerpoint  presentation 
together,  about  anything,  in  mere  seconds. 
The  ability  to  wear  a shirt  buttoned  so  tight 
that  it  sucks  the  life  right  out  of  you.  The 
reflexes  to  be  able  to  “minimize"  Windows  at 
the  hint  of  trouble. 

But,  if  there’s  one  thing  that  PEY  taught 
me,  one  experience,  one  “take-away”  that  I 
will  always  attribute  to  my  work  term,  it  is 
simple: 


I CAN’T  WAIT  TO  GO 
BACK  TO  SCHOOL! 


Can  you  believe  it?  See  you  in  the  funny  pages 
(er...  the  Toike). 

Best  regards, 
P-Dub 

INDY  0T4  + PEY,  and  proud  of  it! 


Attention  all  full-time  undergraduates  and  PEY  students: 

General  Meeting 


You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  a General  Meeting.  It  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  10, 
at  12:00  PM,  MC254.  Free  pizza  and  pop  will  be  provided  at  this  meeting. 


At  this  meeting,  the  discussion  will  centre  on:  approving  the  changes  made  at  the  Feb  12 
General  Meeting.  All  full-time  and  PEY  undergraduate  U of  T engineering  students  have  voting 
rights  at  this  meeting. 


Any  questions  or  concerns  should  be  directed  to  vpinternal@skule.ca 


Tired  of  having  to  go  to  family  events  and 
spending  your  Saturday  nights  hearing  about 
your  Uncle  Joe’s  failed  marriage?  Then  you 
have  to  entertain  his  new  girlfriend  for  the 
night;  only  to  find  out  that  she’s  actually  a 
man  who’s  just  after  his  money  and  shoes. 
And  of  course  your  family  decides  that  you 
should  be  the  one  to  tell  him  and  you  find  it 
odd  that  he’s  more  concerned  about  his  shoes 
than  his  money.  Well,  if  any  of  this  sound  like 
you,  then  you’ll  be  glad  to  know  that  I came 
up  with  a few  games  guaranteed  to  entertain 
the  whole  family. 

1.  Find  the  Black  Sheep:  A great  game 
of  discovering  what  doesn’t  belong.. .in  your 
family!  Take  turns  trying  to  decide  who 
everyone  is  ashamed  of  before  the  black  sheep 
is  unveiled  during  a dramatic  ceremony  and 
pelted  with  watermelons. 

2.  Who  Will  Die  Next?  Whether  it’s  heart 
condition  or  the  Chinese  Mafia,  someway, 
somehow,  someone’s  gotta  go  next.  This  will 
take  the  stress  off  whomever  your  family 
decides  will  die  next.  It’ll  also  help  them 
accept  the  fact  with  ease.  For  additional  fun, 
start  a pool  on  when  and  how  they’ll  die.  The 
winner  can  choose  where  the  next  family 
vacation  will  be.  Good  fun  for  all! 

3.  Where’s  Grandpa’s  Teeth?  Grandpa 
has  lost  his  teeth  again  and  only  YOU  can 
help  him  find  it.  To  get  to  the  teeth  you 
must  solve  a series  of  clues,  each  more 
fiendishly  complex  than  the  last.  Work  in 
teams  and  try  to  sabotage  the  other  teams. 
You  will  get  those  teeth,  by  any  means 
necessary! 


4.  Who  I Should’ve  Married:  A game 
for  the  adults,  where  the  married  couples 
tell  everyone  who  they  would've  been  better 
off  marrying  and  how  crappy  their  lives  are 
now.  This  game  has  many  twists  and  turns 
including  a surprise  guest  at  the  end  that 
will  throw  everyone  off!  The  most  unhappy 
couple  will  be  announced  the  winners  and  be 
given  a bottle  of  rum  and  a tape  of  nostalgic 
songs  for  them  to  cry  to. 

5.  Catch  the  Heirloom  Vase:  this  game  is 
pretty  self-explanatory.  Idiot. 

6.  Blind  Date:  A great  way  to  test  your 
dating  skills.  And  who  better  to  test  it  on 
than  your  family?  Your  family  sets  you  up  on 
a date  with  another  member  of  the  family. 
And  you  don’t  know  who  until  the  date!  You 
don’t  actually  go  out  on  a date,  you  just  act 
it  out  in  front  of  your  family,  your  WHOLE 
family.  And  they  give  you  a rating  based  on 
your  performance  during  the  date.  You  learn 
something  AND  you  have  fun! 

7.  Guess  That  Pet!  This  is  the  game  where 

old  family  pets  are  dug  up  from  the  garden 
and  given  to  the  children  so  they  can  guess 
which  beloved  animal  it  was  that  they  grew 
up  with.  To  make  it  a bit  harder  put  the  pet 
in  a box  painted  black  and  cut  a hole  on  the 
side  so  the  kids  can  feel  the  pet  first  before 
guessing.  % 

So  instead  of  spending  hours  just  watching 
your  grandmother  sleep  you  can  watch  the 
time  fly  by  while  you’re  playing  our  games! 

Mei  Ling  Chen 


Boyfriend  Too  Good  For  Girl 


Second-year  Materials  Engineering 
student,  Carling  Alexander,  knows  her 
boyfriend  is  too  good  for  her.  She’s  been 
together  with  Tom  Brusches  for  the  last 
18  months,  and  she  couldn’t  be  happier. 
The  relationship  got  off  to  a rocky  start; 
Tom  wasn’t  comfortable  with  Carling  still 
being  friends  with  her  ex-boyfriend.  Now 
that  the  trial  is  finally  over,  everything  is 
smoothing  out. 

Nothing  is  perfect,  not 
even  a relationship  as 
great  as  theirs.  There’s 
still  the  problem  with 
Carling’s  choice  of 
friends.  Although  Tom 
is  very  understanding, 
he’s  pointed  out  that 
her  friends  are  really 
“creeps”  on  more  than 
20  separate  occasions. 

It  doesn’t  help  that  her 
friends  don't  approve 
of  Tom,  either.  They’ve 
called  him  “controlling, 
manipulative,  and  just 
taking  advantage  of 
Carling."  That  couldn’t 
be  further  from  the  truth,  according  to 
Carling. 

“Sure,  Tom  is  protective.  But  shouldn’t 
boyfriends  be?"  Carling  defends  Tom. 
“This  one  time,  we  were  at  a party,  and 
I was  waiting  in  line  for  the  kegger,  and 
the  guy  in  front  started  talking  to  me. 
Tom  quickly  noticed  and  took  appropriate 
action:  hitting  the  guy  in  the  face  with  a 
beer  bottle  a couple  of  times.  God.  Who 
knows  what  could  have  happened  if  Tom 
didn’t  act  fast?  Tom  told  me  the  guy  was 
about  to  slip  date  rape  drugs  into  my 
drink.  I’m  so  grateful  for  him.  I really  don’t 
deserve  a great  guy  like  him." 

“The  only  thing  I don’t  really  get  is,” 
continues  Alexander,  “I  was  standing  in 
line  for  a drink,  so  I didn't  have  anything  in 
my  hands  yet.  I’m  sure  I’m  just  not  smart 
enough  to  see  what  Tom  saw.” 

This  is  not  the  only  incident  where  Brusches 
made  correct  decisions  for  Alexander.  She 
is  happy  to  stay  in  Toronto  for  the  summer 
because  she  has  to  repeat  two  classes 
she’d  failed  last  term.  “The  day  before  my 


double  header  exam  was  Tom’s  ultimate 
Street  Fighter  II  (black  belt  edition) 
championship,”  explains  Carling.  “Where 
Tom  and  five  of  his  friend  fight  it  out  on  the 
N64  to  earn  the  champion  title,  and  I was 
put  in  charge  of  snacks.”  Snacks  consisted 
of  a constant  supply  of  pop  and  chips,  as 
well  as  recording  down  scores  and  entering 
them  into  the  database.  “I  was  trying  to 
study  for  my  finals,”  says  Carling.  “But  with 
all  the  noises  and  screams  of  “COMBO. 

COMBO!!!”  it  was  very 
hard  to  concentrate.  It  was 
my  fault  that  I couldn’t 
do  well.  Tom  didn’t  mind, 
though.  He  rarely  calls  me 
stupid  anymore.  This  way  I 
get  to  stay  with  him  more 
this  summer.  I do  wish  I 
could  go  home  to  B.C.  and 
spend  some  time  with 
grandma.  I don’t  care  what 
the  doctors  say,  she  has  to 
have  more  than  3 months 
left...” 

Although  Brusches 

has  trouble  satisfying 
Alexander  in  bed,  he 
earns  big  points  for  trying,  according  to 
Alexander:  “Sure,  Tom  and  I still  have  a 
lot  to  work  on,  like  timing,  and  speed,  and 
rhythm,  and  frequency...  Tom  is  so  caring 
and  considerate,  that  makes  it  all  worth- 
while.” The  relationship  almost  came  to 
an  end  when  Carling  found  Tom  making 
out  with  her  roommate,  Leona  Rowe,  on 
Valentine’s  Day.  After  Tom  explained  it, 
Carling  realized  how  lucky  she  was.  “At 
first,  when  he  told  me  he  was  thinking 
about  me  the  whole  time,  I almost  didn’t 
believe  him.  But  then,  he  explained  that  he 
was  only  doing  it  to  improve  his  skills,  and 
that  my  hair  looked  really  pretty  that  day. 
I was  so  happy  that  he  finally  noticed  my 
haircut,  I forgot  all  about  the  other  stuff.  I 
always  knew  Leona  was  a big  slut,  anyway. 
That,  and  she  was  piss-drunk  that  day.  She 
kept  mumbling  something  about  being 
alone  on  Valentine’s  Day  and  sobbing." 

When  interviewed,  Brusches  tells  reporters 
that  he’s  “only  in  it  for  the  sex",  and  plans 
to  “dump  the  dumb  broad  as  soon  as  she 
finishes  helping  me  pay  for  my  car”. 

Alice  Xu 
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Obituaries 

Yorick  the  goldfish  brought 
| oxygen  deprivation  to  a 
new  level  this  Thursday 

Jwhen,  after  eight  hours  in 
the  possession  of  U of  T 
undergrad  Emma  Sweeny, 
he  blew  his  last  bubble.  He 
left  behind  an  empty  tank  and  a lone  piece  of 
fish  food  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Sweeny  describes  her  now  empty  fish  tank 
as  “ reeking  of  death"  while  students  living 
nearby  describe  it  as  simply  “reeking”.  An 
autopsy  carried  out  by  Emma’s  roommate 
revealed  the  cause  of  death  to  be  a form  of 
O.D.  (oxygen  deprivation)  possibly  caused  by 
someone  accidentally  dropping  acid  in  the 
fish  tank. 

The  funeral  was  held  in  Sweeny’s  bathroom 
shortly  after  Yorick’s  untimely  passing. 
Random  hobos  and  Conan  O'Brien  were 
present  at  the  solemn  committal  along  with 
Emma’s  friends.  In  keeping  with  ancient 
funeral  rights,  all  attending  hallowed  the 
burial  chamber  with  holy  herbs.  Everyone's 
eyes  were  red  with  tears.  They  then  stood 
in  silence  while  listening  to  David  Bowie’s 
“ Rock  and  Roll  Suicide".  All  agreed  it  was 
hands-down  the  best  funeral  they  had  ever 
been  to.  An  acquaintance  of  the  deceased 
who  was  present  at  the  flushing  recalls  how 
Yorick  whispered  words  of  wisdom  to  him 
from  beyond  the  grave:  “ I wished  the  little 
dude  the  best  of  luck  in  fishy  heaven  and  he 
said  to  me  ‘ Frank,  life  isn't  a movie.  You 
can’t  watch  re-runs,  but  you  can  build  a time 
machine”1.  Frank  laments  that  since  he  is  in 
Arts  and  Sciences,  he  is  unable  to  carry  out 
Yorick’s  prophecy. 

Once  the  funeral  song  had  ended,  it  was 
Sweeny’s  wish  that  her  best  friend  Kelly 
Xaviar— now  her  ex-best  friend— do  the 
eulogy.  Kelly  cold-heartedly  declined  stating 
“ I really,  really,  really  don’t  care.  It  is  not 
humanly  possible  to  express  the  extent  of  the 
insignificance  of  this  on  my  life  and  the  state 
of  the  world  in  general.  My  complete  and 
utter  indifference  is  so  baffling  that  if  it  were 
directed  at  you,  you  would  spontaneously 
combust  from  lack  of  purpose.  Never  have 
I cared  about  anything  less  in  my  entire 
life.”  An  unearthly  hush  filled  the  bathroom 
after  Kelly  closed  the  door  behind  her.  All 
that  could  be  heard  was  the  sinister  sound 
of  the  underground  plumbing  digesting  the 
corpse  of  precious  Yorick.  “ It  was  one  of 
those  moments  you  never  forget”  explained 
a particularly  foul  smelling  hobo  who  goes  by 
the  name  of  William. 

Using  the  bathtub  ledge  as  a platform, 
William  delivered  the  Eulogy  to  the  stunned 
gathering.  They  were  so  moved  by  his  words 
that  by  the  end  of  it,  everyone  including 
Conan  were  freestyling  about  how  wonderful 
Yorick  was.  Some  of  the  raps  went  like  “This 
fish  got  soul,  cause  he  lived  in  a bowl,  He 
don’t  swim  in  it,  He  smokes  tha  shit.  Word, 
yea.  Snoop  ‘D’  ‘O’  double  'G'  try  out-pimp  this 
fishy”.  This  continued  on  until  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning. 

The  high  spirits  ended  in  violence  when 
Conan  pulled  our  photographer  over  and 
whispered  conspiratorially  “Don't  you  think 

that  Yorick  looked  a little  ‘flushed’  today? 

I have  been  wanting  to  say  that  all  night”.  The 
photographer  punched  him  in  the  face  (and 
has  subsequently  been  awarded  Employee  of 
the  Month).  Following  this  incident  a cheeky 
youth  snickered  “That’s  why  they  call  it  a 
punch  line".  He  too  was  whacked  upside  the 
head  with  a large  camera.  It  followed  that 
every  time  someone  was  punched,  another 
individual  would  shout  a dreadful  pun  and 
be  punched  out  as  well.  Eventually,  everyone 
had  been  knocked  unconscious  and  lay 
sprawled  on  the  grimy  bathroom  tiles. 

Thus,  the  funeral  ended,  but  Yorick’s  memory 
will  live  on.  Those  whose  lives  Yorick  touched 
will  never  forget  him  even  though  most 
remain  unconscious.  Let  us  remember  him 
as  he  was  when  he  was  alive  and  well.  Let 
us  not  remember  Yorick  stagnantly  floating, 
gasping  and  convulsing  in  his  water  as  his 
mortal  essence  was  sapped  away.  Let  us 
remember  him  as  the  homeboy,  the  prophet 
and  most  importantly  the  friend.  For  Yorick 
was  more  than  just  a man,  he  was  and  forever 
will  be  a fish. 

Marin  Dirk 


Seasonal  Optimism  Disorder  (SOD)  affects 
approximately  1 out  of  every  10  North 
Americans  - typically  from  early  March  to 
late  May.  During  the  warm  days  of  spring, 
budding  blossoms,  babbling  brooks,  and 
bustling  birds  cause  abnormally  high  levels  of 
contentment  in  some  people.  People  affected 
by  SOD  tend  to  experience  unreasonable 
enjoyment  of  life  during  this  season.  In  some 
especially  severe  cases,  afflicted  persons  have 
even  described  feeling  happy.  No  longer 
capable  of  finding  things  to  complain  about, 
SOD  sufferers  are  rendered  unable  to  function 
normally  in  society.  Unfortunately,  there  is 
currently  no  known  cure  for  SOD. 

Dr.  Elys  Chisholm  is  a practicing  therapist 
and  has  been  helping  SOD  patients  for  over 
20  years.  Chisholm  holds  that  increased 
exposure  to  sunlight  heats  up  the  internal 
organs  thereby  causing  the  warm,  fuzzy 
feeling  that  SOD  patients  often  describe.  He 
also  believes  that  the  sound  of  chirping  birds 
causes  human  ears  to  release  a chemical 
called  Transferase-B.  This  chemical  channels 
the  sound  of  chirping  to  the  lips  where  it  is 
reproduced  out  of  the  patient’s  control.  “ The 
most  common  misconception  is  that  only  the 
lives  of  direct  SOD  sufferers  are  affected. 
However,  the  effects  of  second-hand  carefree 
whistling  have  been  linked  to  several  types 
of  fatal  cancer.  Also,  some  common  SOD 
symptoms  - such  as  spontaneous  waving 
- are  highly  contagious.  Every  year,  I get 
dozens  of  undergraduate  students  who  come 
to  me  with  sprained  wrists  from  too  much 
waving ”,  says  Chisholm. 

Dealing  with  SOD 

If  you  have  been  diagnosed  with  SOD,  there 
are  still  several  ways  to  cope.  For  mild 
cases,  just  immersing  yourself  in  normally 
depressing  surroundings  and  thoughts  is 
enough.  Simply  look  at  your  sad  self  in  the 
mirror  every  now  and  then  or  try  planning 
out  your  future.  For  more  pronounced  cases, 
you  can  use  some  of  the  following  strategies: 


- Build  a snowman  in  your  own  likeness 
and  watch  it  melt.  We  recommend  using 
something  solid  for  the  mouth  like  string 
or  a strip  of  fabric.  As  the  snowman  melts, 
the  corners  of  the  mouth  will  come  loose 
first.  This  way,  it  will  look  as  if  the  snowman 
version  of  you  is  slowly  frowning  as  it  melts. 


- Surround  yourself  with  dead  things. 
Wilted  flowers,  dead  or  dying  plants,  and 
dead  insects  on  the  windowsill  are  best  for 
this.  Make  sure  you  prepare  these  things 
well  ahead  of  time  so  they  can  gather  dust 
and  possibly  cobwebs.  If  you  have  pictures  of 
a favourite  deceased  pet,  keep  them  visible  at 
all  times.  Try  putting  cartoon  word  bubbles 
with  phrases  like  “I’ll  always  love  you”,  or 
“We’ll  be  together  forever”  on  the  pictures. 

- Go  to  the  movies  by  yourself,  but  buy  two 
buckets  of  popcorn.  Leave  the  extra  bucket 
in  the  seat  next  to  you.  Every  time  you  look 
over,  you’ll  be  reminded  that  the  bucket  will 
•always  be  full  because  no  one  will  ever  come 
eat  it  with  you  ...  ever.  If  you  already  have 
a boyfriend/girlfriend,  just  go  without  him/ 
her  and  pretend  you  were  stood  up. 


- Introduce  yourself  to  some  crying  clowns 
and  try  to  spend  at  least  an  hour  every  day 
watching  them  cry  and  make  balloon  animals. 


Identifying  SOD 

Most  importantly,  you  have  to  able  to  identify 
when  you  or  someone  close  to  you  is  being 
affected  by  SOD.  Keep  a watchful  eye  on 
friends  and  family,  if  they  exhibit  any  of  the 
following  behavioural  anomalies,  they  may 
be  affected  by  SOD. 

- Only  giggles  and  whispers  “I  love  you” 
to  the  sky  every  time  a personal  injury  is 
incurred  (i.e.  scrapped  knee,  torn  ligament, 
loss  of  limb,  second  degree  burns). 


- Often  comes  home  late  and  reeking  of 
golden  marigolds  from  skipping  work/school 
to  frolic  in  meadows  all  day. 

- Loss  of  interest  in  whimpering,  the  fetal 
position,  or  generally  lying  on  the  floor 
covered  with  filth. 

- Has  gone  into  debt  due  to  frivolous 
spending  on  Moons,  Junes,  and  Ferris  wheels 
claiming  that  they  give  him/her  a “dizzy 
dancing"  feeling. 

- Insists  that  each  and  every  fresh 
cankersore  is  a fairy  being  born  to  bless  our 
world. 

However,  if  this  behaviour  extends  to  other 
times  of  the  year  - it  may  be  an  indication  of 
chronic  high-spirits.  If  this  is  the  case,  either 
seek  professional  help  immediately  or  enroll 
in  a world-class  University  to  get  your  spunky 
ass  beaten  back  down. 

Alex  Wun 
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